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Effective Gateway

The Gateway to College program at Holyoke
Community College (HCC) has been rec-
ognized for the third year in a row for its
outstanding graduation rate, one of the
best of all programs of its kind in the nation.
The award for Graduation Achievement was
presented in July to HCC Gateway’s director,
Vivian Ostrowski (left, with Julissa Colon,
special programs coordinator). Gateway to
College is an alternative high-school pro-
gram that offers dropouts and struggling
teens a chance to earn their high-school
diplomas through dual enrollment by tak-
ing college classes. Gateway students also
collect transferable college credits they can
apply toward a college certificate or degree.
Since 2008, 384 students have earned

their high-school diplomas through HCC's
Gateway to College program, and 33 have
continued on to earn their associate degrees
from HCC.

SEPTEMBER 16, 2019

37




