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HOLYOKE

HCC celebrates relocation and
expansion of college food pantry

The new Holyoke Community College food
pantry is more than four times the size of the
old one. More than that, it is now just steps away
from the HCC Campus Center and cafeteria.

“This new location feels so much more like a
hub for our students to receive the support they
need,” Amanda Sbriscia, HCC vice president of
Institutional Advancement, said. “The shelves
are well stocked. It’s bright, it’s accessible, and
it’s judgment free, which is so important.”

The occasion for her remarks was a recent
ribbon-cutting celebration marking the relo-
cation and expansion of both the HCC Thrive
Center and the food pantry. Prior to the move,
the food pantry occupied a small space within
the Thrive Center, which was located in a tight,
reconfigured classroom on the second floor of
the Frost Building.

Now, the Thrive Center and food pantry occu-
py dedicated, more spacious rooms side by side
on the second floor of the Kittredge Center for
Business and Workforce Development, which
adjoins the Campus Center.

The Thrive Center (formerly called the
Thrive Student Resource Center) helps students

address nonacademic issues that can interfere
with their studies, such as food and housing
insecurity, transportation, health care, child
care, utilities, and credit. Thrive also manages
the food pantry.

“When you think about college and what it
takes to be successful, there’s so many things that
can prevent you from learning,” HCC President
George Timmons said. “So, this is just another
opportunity for us to live up to our mission, which
is being an institution of academic excellence
that helps remove barriers to student success.”

Next door, in the food pantry itself, black wire
shelving units hold nonperishable food as well
as school supplies, baby supplies, and personal
care items — all free. There is also a freezer for
frozen food items and a refrigeration unit for
drinks and perishable items.

“If you could, for a moment, just think about
what it feels like to be hungry,” Sbriscia said,
“You're irritable, you're tired, you're distracted. No
student should have that feeling as they go through
their day. This is a space that ensures that they get
what they need so they can do what they are here
to do, which is to succeed in college and graduate.”



