
 

 

HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

AUGUST MEETING 
 

Minutes of August 23, 2022 
 

The 409th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 
August 23, 2022, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 
MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
Charles Epstein   
Trustee George 
Ted Hebert 
Yolanda Johnson 
Evan Plotkin 
Nayroby Rosa  
Vanessa Smith  
Ivonne Vidal 
Eleanor Williams 

  
MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

 

ALSO PRESENT Yaritza Barta, Teresa Beaudry, Beth Breton, Maria Brunelle, Kris Richer 
Choleva, Karen Desjeans, Veena Dhankher, Maria Diaz, Amy Dopp, Kermit 
Dunkelberg, Curt Foster, Joni George, Judy Gregoire, Jeffrey Hayden, Kim 
Hicks, Mark Hudgik, Christine Janik, Jane Johnson Vottero, Yesenia Jusino, 
Olivia Kynard, Johanna Lebron, Lauren Leclair, Jane Lerner, Arvard Lingham, 
Nelson Lopez, Sharale Mathis, Christine Gosselin Miller, Lea Occhialini, Mi Jin 
Park, Evelyn Rivera-Riffenburg, Joanna Rodriguez, Christina Royal, Mir Saify, 
Narayan Sampath, Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda Sbriscia, Idelia Smith, Jannette 
Smith, Kim Straceski, Renee Tastad, Chris Yurko and Gerardo Zayas 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:01 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Charles Epstein  Yes  
Trustee George Yes 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Ivonne Vidal  Entered at 08:11 a.m. 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. Yes 
 

INTRODUCTION OF 
NEW TRUSTEES  

Chair Gilber introduced and welcomed two new Trustees:  Nayroby Rosa, who 
was elected by the Alumni Council to serve on the Board, and Student Trustee, 
Jay George, who was elected by the students. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda.  There was nothing noted. 
 

• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of June 28, 2022 
• Report of Personnel Action dated August 23, 2022 

o To approve personnel actions for the Non-Unit Professional and 
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MCCCC Unit Professional Staff. 
• Committee Reports  

o Advocacy  
o Audit and Finance  
o By-Laws and Government 
o Equity  
o Nominating  
o Presidential Evaluation Committee  
o Strategic Planning  

 
A motion was made by Trustee William and seconded by Trustee Plotkin to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Charles Epstein  Yes  
Trustee George Yes 
Ted Hebert Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin Yes 
Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Ivonne Vidal Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. Yes 

 
 

SABBATICAL LEAVE 
REQUEST: 

Sabbatical Leave Request for Ileana Vasu  
Motion: to approve the sabbatical request as listed above. 
 

Vice President Mathis provided an overview of the leave request submitted by 
Professor Vasu. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Herbert and seconded by Trustee Williams to 
approve the sabbatical leave. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Charles Epstein  Yes  
Trustee George Yes 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Ivonne Vidal  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. Yes 
 

BOARD DISCUSSION:  There was a discussion about the extension of the suspension of certain open 
meeting law provisions thereby allowing remote participation (through March 
31, 2023).  Chair Gilbert asked what the Board’s preference would be when we 
have the option to meet in person.  Most trustees liked the idea of having in 
person meetings, with an option for Zoom, if needed.  Chair Gilbert will update 
the Trustees at the Board Retreat on September 30, 2022. 
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PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 

 

Strategic Plan Update: 
 
The Director of Institutional Research Veena Dhankher and the Director of 
Planning, Curriculum and Assessment Kris Ricker Choleva presented on 
Strategic Plan Metrics and Strategic Plan 2023-2026  

 
Veena Dhankher’s Presentation: 
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Kris Ricker Choleva’s Presentation: 
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REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 

• Continue to meet weekly with President Royal to discuss issues before 
the College 

• Attended the Audit and Finance Committee meeting.  These meetings 
keep the Committee on track and balancing the budget.  Through these 
meetings, we have been able to understand what the decreased 
enrollment means to the operations of the college. 

• Reminded all Trustees of the upcoming Board Retreat on Friday, 
September 30, 2022 starting at 11:30 am 

• Announced that this will be President Royal’s last academic year, and 
her last day will July 14, 2023.  Her dedication and leadership will be 
missed, and he has enjoyed working with her.  He wished her well in her 
future endeavors.  A campus-wide email will be sent later today. 

• Asked the Trustees to review the upcoming events and mark their 
calendars. 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Herbert and seconded by Trustee Vidal, it was 
VOTED to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
Charles Epstein  Yes  
Trustee George Left at 9:18 a.m. 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Ivonne Vidal  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. Yes 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 a.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eleanor Williams, Secretary  
Board of Trustees 

 
 
 
Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
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