
So You Want To Do

AN HONORS PROJECT



HONORS 
PROJECT  

Let’s start with what you need to know... 



  Almost any course can become an Honors Project...  
 
An Honors project consists of additional independent work a student chooses to 
undertake in consultation with an instructor/mentor. Students who successfully 
complete an Honors project will receive credit for HON 201. Students may pursue an 
Honors project in three ways: 

 
❏ 1-credit a ttached to a  non-Honors , non-developmental, and non-independent 

s tudy cours e 
❏ 1-3 credit s tandalone Honors  project under the s upervis ion of a  faculty Mentor 
❏ 1-credit project to be pres ented a t the s ta te Undergraduate Res earch 

Conference .  
 
NOTE:  A s ingle project may not receive credit for more than one option. 

 



  A word about the Massachusetts Undergraduate  
Research Conference (URC) 
 
Every April, UMASS Amherst hosts Mass URC, a one-day research conference for 
students from the 28 public colleges and universities across the Commonwealth. 
Students present their research, share knowledge and  learn from their peers. 
 
Students who present at Mass URC and would like to receive one HCC Honors credit 
must submit the Project Final Submission Form to their mentor and the Honors 
Program office. Visit https://www.honors.umass.edu/undergraduate -research-
conference or stop by Frost 270 for more information about the UMASS 
Undergraduate Research Conference. 
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  No matter what form your project takes, it must be well researched. You will 
work together with a faculty mentor to create a project. Project topics are 
limited only by your imagination or ability, the faculty mentor guidelines , and a 
regard for the degree of academic rigor expected by the HCC Honors Program. 

To be eligibe for the Honors Project (HON 201), you must:  

● Have a  GPA of 3.5 or the permis s ion of an ins tructor 

● If HON 201 is  being a ttached to a  cours e, you mus t be earning a  “B” or 
better in it. 

Honors  projects  may not be a ttached to 0-level cours es , to independent s tudies , 
to the Honors  Colloquium, to Honors  Learning Communities  or to ENG 101. 

 

 

 



  What you need to know... 
★ Honors  projects  require reading (books  and articles ), s ignificant writing 

(res earch and analys is ), and oral pres entations  with both a  focus  on deeper 
analytical s kills  (quality) and s ometimes  longer res earch (quantity).  

★ Make s ure to review the guidelines  for doing an honors  project. 

★ You will be receiving feedback from the Honors  s ubcommittee.  

★ You s hould meet with an HCC Librarian for as s is tance on res earch.   

★ The feedback from both the s ubcommittee and librarian requires  that revis ions  
and pos s ibly new s ources  be added to your work.   

★ The Honors  project Propos al as ks  for a t leas t 3 reference s ources .   

★ And yes , honors  clas s es  and projects  will as s is t you in applying to competitive 
s chools .  



Before beginning work on a 
project, you must consult with 
an HCC Reference Librarian, 
who will advise you about 
research —or, in some cases, 
certify that the project does not 
require traditional library 
resources. 



TYPES OF 
HONORS 
PROJECTS  

Option A:  Research Project 
Your project should 

● develop and inves tigate a  res earch 
ques tion that needs  to be 
explored/ ans wered 
 

● engage in critical analys is  of s ocia l 
s cience, humanities , and/ or 
interdis ciplinary work 
 

● res ult in a  paper of a t leas t 10 pages , 
excluding the abs tract and works  
cited pages  
 

● conform to MLA, APA, or Chicago 
documentation depending on 
dis cipline and faculty mentor 
guidelines . 



TYPES OF 
HONORS 
PROJECTS  

Option B:  Creative projects  
In the medium of your choice, you will 
explore a question or problem within that 
medium. 
 

NOTE: The Music Department has specific 
requirements—contact Elissa Brill Pashkin 
for more information. In completing your 
creative project, you should: 

● create and pres ent your work on 
campus  and/ or in the community 

● inves t a t leas t as  much as  would be 
required for a  traditional res earch 
project. Again, convers ations  with 
your faculty mentor are critical. 

 



Option C:  Civic Engagement/Service 
Learning projects  
This option allows you to work with a 
community organization to develop and 
implement a range of projects. Students may: 

● conduct community-bas ed res earch that 
will benefit a  community-bas ed 
organization; for example, res earching 
water quality in a  nearby brook and 
reporting  your findings  to interes ted 
community partners ; 

● des ign a  s pecific project in conjunction 
with a  community partner around a  
cours e is s ue/ topic/ theme; for example, 
an environmental des ign cours e where 
you create a  new garden for an 
organization that promotes  s us ta inability; 

● develop other civic engagement 
opportunities  in cons ulta tion with your 
faculty advis or; thes e may include letter 
writing campaigns  or other action 
oriented work around an is s ue or topic 
rela ted to the cours e. 

TYPES OF 
HONORS 
PROJECTS  



Option D:  Fieldwork/Lab Work 
This option allows you to do either of the 
following:  

● Laboratory or fieldwork res earch on an 
exis ting topic, which will provide you 
with direct lab or fieldwork res earch 
experience; 
 

● Anthropological fieldwork-bas ed 
res earch us ing ethnographic 
methodologies ; you will learn and 
practice qualita tive res earch 
techniques  with real world 
applications . 

 

TYPES OF 
HONORS 
PROJECTS  



Option E:  Original Design / Problem-
Based Project or Advanced Study (STEM) 
This option allows you to do either of the 
following:  

● Original project/ problem-bas ed 
res earch, which a llows  STEM s tudents  
to work on a  des ign problem or on a  
project that can be built or tes ted, s uch 
as  a  computer program or an 
engineering project; 
 

● Res earch that is  experimental, 
theoretical or computational. This  type 
of project would a llow you to learn 
advanced concepts  on your own and 
gain res earch experience by trying to 
ans wer mathematical/ s cientific 
ques tions  and write in a  s tyle 
appropria te for s cientific res earch. 

 

 

TYPES OF 
HONORS 
PROJECTS  



 
 
 
 

 
 

 YOUR HONORS PROJECT  



Discuss your interests with your professor and/or the 
Honors Program Coordinator (Frost 270 )…  
Ask one of them to be your mentor.  

Before meeting with your mentor to begin work on the Honors Project Proposal, 
print and read these guidelines for completing an Honors Project.  

You will also need to print the HON 201:  1-3 Credit Honors Project Proposal  when 
you meet with your mentor. This document is available at www.hcc.edu/honors.  

Also print copies of the forms below to give to your mentor . 

How To Be A Faculty Mentor In the Honors Program and the 

Honors Program Faculty Mentor Form 

Ask your mentor to sign the Faculty Mentor Form.  You should submit this form to 
the Honors Office (Frost 270). 

All of these forms can be found at www.hcc.edu/honors . 

1 
STEP 1   

DETERMINE
YOUR 
TOPIC 

http://www.hcc.edu/Documents/Courses-Programs/Integrative%20Learning/Honors/HON%20201%20project%20proposal%202.0.pdf
https://www.hcc.edu/Documents/Courses-Programs/Integrative%20Learning/Honors/Honors%20faculty%20mentor%20guidelines%202.0.pdf
http://www.hcc.edu/Documents/Courses-Programs/Integrative%20Learning/Honors/Faculty%20Mentor%20Form%203.0.pdf
http://www.hcc.edu/courses-and-programs/integrative-learning/honors


MEET WITH YOUR MENTOR to discuss your topic and 
prepare your Honors Project Proposal.  
 

The Honors Project Proposal form is to be completed by the student and the 
faculty mentor. It should then be submitted to the Honors Program Coordinator 
(Frost 270) by the student by early November for the fall semester or late March 
for the spring semester .  

Your proposal  will be reviewed by the Honors Subcommittee. Be sure to provide 
sufficient  detail in your proposal so that faculty outside of your proposed field will 
understand the topic. Your mentor should review and sign your proposal before 
the Honors Program Coordinator receives it. You will be given feedback with 
enough time to complete your project in the same semester. A project need not be 
completed in the semester in which it was begun; however, it must be completed 
before you graduate to receive credit. 
 

 

 

2 
STEP 2  STEP   

PREPARE  
PROJECT 
PROPOSAL 
FORM 
due in Frost 270 
by November 5 or 
March 20! 



GETTING CREDIT FOR YOUR HONORS PROJECT 
 
Students Wanting To Using Financial Aid … 

mus t regis ter no la ter than the end of Add/ Drop in the s ame s emes ter they are 
doing the project. If a  s tudent does  not complete the project and drops  HON 201, it 
could dis rupt their Financial Aid. If you have ques tions  about this , pleas e contact 
Financial Aid BEFORE withdrawing from HON 201. Pleas e note that the cours e will 
a ls o s how on the s tudent’s  trans cript as  a  withdrawal. 

 
Students Paying Out of Pocket… 
can regis ter for HON 201 at any time during the s emes ter. If the s tudent choos es  
not to complete the project, the project will not be s ubmitted for the Honors  
Committee review and the s tudent will not regis ter for HON 201. This  will ens ure 
that an Honors  Project that is  not completed will not s how up on the s tudent’s  
trans cript. 
 

If the s tudent choos es  not to complete the project, they mus t notify their mentor 
and the Honors  Office in Fros t 270. 

3 
STEP 3   

REGISTER 
AND PAY 
FOR YOUR 
HONORS 
PROJECT 
CREDIT 



SUBMIT YOUR HONORS PROJECT PROPOSAL... 
to the Honors Program Coordinator by dropping it off at the Honors Program office in 
Frost 270 on Monday, Wednesday or Friday between 9am to 3pm. 

 

Before beginning work on a project, you must 
consult with an HCC Reference Librarian, who 
will advise you about research —or, in some 
cases, certify that the project does not require 
traditional library resources.  
 

4  
STEP 4  

SUBMIT 
YOUR  
PROPOSAL 



FEEDBACK AND REVISION 
The Honors Program Coordinator will submit your proposal to the Honors Committee. 
You will receive feedback on your proposal from the Honors Committee in one of two 
ways:  

1.) We will ask you to meet with the Honors Program Coordinator and your faculty 
mentor (usually about 2-3 weeks after you have submitted your proposal);  

OR  

2.) We will send feedback via email. 

The feedback from both the subcommittee and  
librarian requires that revisions and possibly new  
sources be added to your work.   

 

 
 

5 
STEP 5 

FEEDBACK 
AND 
REVISION 



YOU ALSO NEED TO KNOW... 
Your mentor must meet with you regularly for approximately 10 hours over the 
course of the semester to guide you in narrowing your project topic, conducting 
appropriate research, and analyzing the research. Your mentor will assist you 
with finalizing the Honors work, including the reflective essay, and will advise you 
on how to present the final project.  

When you complete your project, you will write a short reflective essay in which 
you describe, explain, and evaluate your work—see the Honors 201: Student 
Project Submission Guidelines on the HCC Honors webpage for writing 
requirements. 

For most Honors projects you will also need to write a report that meets the 
expectations of your discipline. At this time, you will also complete the HON 201 
1-Credt Final Submission Form. This form can be found at www.hcc.edu/honors . 

 

 

6 
STEP 6 

RESEARCH
AND 
FINALIZE 

http://www.hcc.edu/Documents/Courses-Programs/Integrative%20Learning/Honors/HON%20201%20final%20submission%20form%202.0.docx.pdf
http://www.hcc.edu/Documents/Courses-Programs/Integrative%20Learning/Honors/HON%20201%20final%20submission%20form%202.0.docx.pdf
http://www.hcc.edu/courses-and-programs/integrative-learning/honors


SHORT REFLECTIVE ESSAY FOR ALL HONORS PROJECTS 
If you are completing a research project, your project should:  

● develop and investigate a research question that needs to be 
explored/answered  

● engage in critical analysis of social science, humanities, and/or interdisciplinary 
work 

● result in a paper of at least 10 pages, excluding the abstract and works cited 
pages 

● conform to MLA, APA, or Chicago documentation 

If you are complete a creative project, civic engagement/service learning project, field 
work or lab work, an original design, problem-based project or advanced study (STEM), 
you will also need to: 

● write a report that meets the expectations of your discipline  
● complete the HON 201: 1-Credit Final Project Submission Form 

All Honors projects will include a completed, approximately 2 page reflective essay 
that reveals what you learned from your Honors Project experience. Describe, explain, 
and evaluate your work. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

7 
STEP 7  

SHORT 
REFLECTIVE 
ESSAY 



SUBMIT YOUR HONORS PROJECT 
Print and deliver a paper copy of your final project and reflective essay, as well as the 
Final Submission Form, to Frost 270 for final signature.  

Once you submit your Honors Project complete with all signatures to the Honors 
Coordinator in Frost 270, go to the Student Records Office (Frost 221) to register for 
HON 201. You then pay for the one credit, which will transfer as a general elective. 

NOTE:  Projects completed before final exams week will be reviewed and finalized in 
the same semester; however, projects finished during or after final exams week will 
not reviewed until the following semester. Your transcript will list the title of your 
Honors Project and the grade you received. 

 

 

 

8 
STEP 8  

SUBMIT 
YOUR 
HONORS   
PROJECT 



Sample 
Honors 
Proposal –  
Page 1  

9 



Sample 
Honors 
Proposal -  
Page 2  

9 



Sample 
Honors 
Proposal -
Works Cited  

10 



QUESTIONS?
Contact: The Honors Program Coordinator(s) at the 
honorsprogram@hcc.edu or visit the office at Frost 
270.
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