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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JANUARY 23, 2024 MEETING 
 

Minutes of January 23, 2024, 2023 
 

The 424th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 
January 23, 2024, both in person and remotely with Interim Chair Vanessa L. Smith presiding. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
(in person) 

Trustee Garcia 
Ted Hebert 
Yolanda Johnson 
Vanessa Smith 
Ivonne Vidal 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
(via Zoom) 
 

Evan Plotkin 
Nayroby Rosa 
Eleanor P. Williams 
 

MEMBERS NOT 
PRESENT 
 

Charles Epstein 
 

ALSO PRESENT  
(in person) 

Karen Desjeans, Curt Foster, Jeff Hayden, Kim Hicks, Olivia Kynard, Sharale 
Mathis, Chris Pelland, Julie Phillips, Evelyn Rivera Riffenburg, Narayan Sampath, 
Amanda Sbrisica, George Timmons, Rebecca Townsend, and Chris Yurko 
 

ALSO PRESENT  
(via Zoom) 

Pesha Black, Beth Breton, Maria Brunelle, Saul Caban, Dan Campbell, Vanny Chen, 
Mayra Diaz, Mary Dixey, Christine Gosselin-Miller, Judy Gregoire, Johanna Lebron, 
Jane Lerner, Irma Medina, John Sieracki, Jeannette Smith, Brooke Sokoloff Adams, 
Sandra Womeldorf 
 

CALL TO ORDER At 8:02 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Interim Chair Smith. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Garcia  Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Entered at 8:16 am 
Trustee Plotkin Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Vidal  Entered at 8:05 am 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Interim Chair Smith Yes 

 
CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Interim Chair Smith asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda, and Trustee Johnson requested that the report of the Equity be pulled 
out of the Consent Agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Hebert, and seconded by Trustee Garcia to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Garcia  Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Entered at 8:16 am 
Trustee Plotkin Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
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Trustee Vidal  Entered at 8:05 am 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Interim Chair Smith Yes 
 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE – 
Bookstore Update 

Vice President Sampath provided the Trustees with an update on the Bookstore and 
the transition to an online bookstore starting May 2024.  He has met with several 
stakeholders such as the Student Senate, the Audit and Finance Committee, and staff. 
 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE – HCC 
Financial Statements for 
FY 2023 

Vice President Sampath introduced Chris Pelland from Withum (our auditors), who 
gave provided the required communications to the Board with the following 
presentation. 
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HCC FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 

Posted on the College’s Website:  https://www.hcc.edu/about/public-records. 
 
 

STUDENT TRUSTEE 
MID-YEAR REPORT 

Trustee Garcia reviewed his first six months as a Student Trustee.  Many student 
clubs have been reactivated, which in tern promotes student engagement and success.  
His ambitious goal for the spring, although in its infancy stage, is to work with 
colleagues within the College to come up with a proposal for the Holyoke 
Community College Makerspace.  A space that combines people, technology and 
equipment for an open market of ideas and knowledge. 
 

   
REPORT OF THE 
INTERIM CHAIR 
 

Interim Chair Smith updated the Board: 
• Continued meetings with President Timmons, 
• Appreciate the Audit and Finance Committee working to move their 

meetings to accommodate my schedule, 
• Thanked the trustees who attended the equity training on January 22nd, which 

has laid the foundation for the Board Retreat in March and further 
conversation, 

• Will be attending the Association of Community College Trustees’ 
Legislative Summit in Washington, DC in early February, 

• Reminded Trustees of the Open House for the Scholarship Resource Center 
immediately following this meeting. 

• Save the date the President Timmons’ Inauguration Ceremony – April 19, 
2024 at 11 am 

•  
PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 
 

President Timmons provided the following update: 
• The College had a very successful Professional Day on January 10th, with the 

keynote speaker, Bedalia Richards focused on understanding systemic 
racism. 

• The Governor has exercised her right to initiate 9C Cuts that impact the 
community colleges in the Success Grant, Dual Enrollment, STEM Starter 
Academy, Bridges to College, and workforce grants. 

• Several of our staff are presenting at national conferences: 
o Veena Dhankher and Kris Ricker Choleva will present at the 

American Association of Community Colleges Conference in 
Kentucky, 

o Continuing work with Aspen Institute – a student transfer intensive 
with Westfield State College.  This will foster a shared vision around 
transfer. 

• He provided an update on enrollment as of January 19th: 
o Full time student headcount is up 15.4% 
o New Student headcount is up 30.2% 
o Continuing head count (retention) is up 11.4% 
o Registrations are up 9.1% 
o Students have registered for 31,648 credits, which is a 13.6% 

increase over last year 
o The Hispanic FTE is staying steady at 31% 
 

PRESENTATION President Timmons introduced Amanda Sbriscia and Julie Phillips to present on 
Scholarships:  Supporting Access, Opportunity, Equity, Achievement.  Everyone can 
meet Laura Freeman at the Scholarship Resource Center Open House after this 
meeting. 
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Link to Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPLH-Xoc-ME&t=1s  
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There was a discussion about trustees volunteering to be be a scholarship reviewer 
and evaluator.  You would responsible to evaluate about 10 to 12 applications. Please 
contact Julie Phillips if you are interested in becoming a reviewer.  She can be 
reached at jphillips@hcc.edu . 
 

 Trustee Vidal let Trustees know that she will be reaching out to Committee Chairs for 
descriptions from each sub committee as we move into more governance work.  She 
would appreciate a response. 
 

ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Johnson and seconded by Trustee Vidal it was VOTED to 
adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Garcia  Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Plotkin Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
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Interim Chair Smith Yes 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 a.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 
 
 

Approved: Vanessa L. Smith,  
Interim Chair 
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