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HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OCTOBER 24, 2023 MEETING 
 

Minutes of October 24, 2023 
 

The 422nd meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 
October 24, 2023, both in person and remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
(in person) 

Trustee Garcia 
Ted Hebert 
Vanessa Smith 
Robert Gilbert 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
(via Zoom) 

Yolanda Johnson 
Nayroby Rosa 
Eleanor Williams  
 

MEMBERS NOT 
PRESENT 

Charles Epstein 
Evan Plotkin 
Ivonne Vidal 
 

ALSO PRESENT (in 
person) 

Dan Campbell, Mark Clinton, Karen Desjeans, Derek Estrella, J Garcia (student), 
Raul Gutierrez, Jeff Hayden, M. Lumpkin (student), Sharale Mathis, Irma Medina, 
M. Neyra Alcantara (former student), Narayan Sampath, Amanda Sbriscia, George 
Timmons, and Chris Yurko 
 

ALSO PRESENT (via 
Zoom) 

Amy Brandt, Beth Breton, Maria Brunelle, Saul Caban, Vanny Chen, Veena 
Dhankher, Mayra Diaz, Margaret Downing, Christine Gosselin-Miller, Judy 
Gregoire, Johnna Lebron, Michelle Robak, John Sieracki, Kim Straceski, and Renee 
Tastad 
 

CALL TO ORDER At 8:07 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee Garcia  Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 

 
CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda; and the Audit and Finance Committee Report was moved out of the 
Consent Agenda 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Smith, and seconded by Trustee Hebert to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Garcia  Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes 
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Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 

AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Vice President Sampath presented the Board with a Facility Assessment. 
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REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 
 

Chair Gilbert highlighted his work with the College over the last month: 
• He continues to meet with President Timmons weekly to discuss college 

business, and has now invited Vice Chair Smith to join them in the 
discussion. 

• He attended an Executive Session of the Board on September 28, 2023. 
• He attended the Audit and Finance Committee meeting on October 10, 2023. 
• He attended the special meeting with Secretary Tutwiler at the Center for 

Health Education as part of STEM week and the announcement of free 
community college for our nursing students. 

• He attended the Board Equity Training, along with members of the 
Leadership Team on Institutional and Systemic Racism. 

• He asked the Committee Chairs to send in their goals for each committee as 
soon as possible. 

• He encouraged members of the Board to be visible on campus as much as 
possible. 

 
PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 
 

President Timmons provided the following update: 
• With members of the Cabinet, attended dinner on Sunday night with guests 

from the New England Commission of Higher Education (NECHE).  The 
purpose of the visit is to verify information submitted in the Focused 
Evaluation Report over the summer.  Special thanks were extended to Dr. 
Sharale Mathis, Kris Ricker Choleva and Dr. Veena Dhankher. 

• On October 17th, the College had the honor of hosting members of the Healy-
Driscoll administration, the Secretary of Education, Patrick Tutwiler, 
Secretary of Labor and Workforce, Lauren Jones and other dignitaries.  As 
part of the visit, they toured the Center for Education and announced the $18 
million scholarship that will allow currently enrolled nursing students to 
attend community for free. Special thanks were extended to Dr. Amanda 
Sbriscia and Karen Desjeans. 

• The HCC Team met with Baystate Health leadership to discuss innovative 
ways to enhance the partnership.  We will continue with small group 
conversations focusing on specific initiatives. 

• Has accepted the call to serve on the Search Committee for the new 
CEO/President of the MassHire Hampden County Workforce Board. 

• Met with the community college presidents and representatives from MACC 
with the Smith Family and Accelerate the Future Foundations to discuss an 
interest in a state-wide approached to embedding credit work-based learning 
into associate degrees. 

• The College received an additional $100,000 for Education and Training 
programming from the Supplemental Budget requests, managed by the 
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MACC office. 
• Acknowledged the accolades of several community members: 

o Professor Nicole Henderson-Hendricks  was honored with an 
Inspiration Award from the African American Female Professor 
Award Association. 

o Professor Sage Franetovich and her students, in collaboration with 
faculty and students from Smith College, were highlighted in the 
October 13the edition of MassLive for their service learning work in 
the City of Holyoke regarding Urban Forrest Project. 

o Media Relations Manager, Chris Yurko, is one of three finalists for 
an NCMPR District 1 Medallion Award in the Short Form Writing 
category.  The Award will be presented at the November 3rd NCMPR 
Dinner in Boston. 

o  
PRESENTATION Vice President Mathis presented on Bringing the Student Experience to Life. The 

following students presented their story. 
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 Nelly was unable to attend the meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Hebert and seconded by Trustee Garcia it was VOTED to 
adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call: 
Trustee Garcia  Yes 
Trustee Hebert Yes 
Trustee Johnson Yes 
Trustee Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Smith  Yes 
Trustee Williams Yes 
Chair Gilbert  Yes 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 a.m. 
 

  

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 
 
 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
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